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HON JOE BERINSON — TRIBUTE 
Statement by Premier 

MR M. McGOWAN (Rockingham — Premier) [2.01 pm]: I rise to acknowledge the passing of 
Joe Berinson, QC, and to pass on the government’s condolences to his family and friends. 

Born in 1932 to Joseph Max Berinson, a baker, and Rebecca Finkelstein in their family home opposite Hyde Park 
in Highgate, Joe would go on to have a storied and varied life. Joe was educated at Highgate Primary School and 
Perth Modern School, before attending the University of Western Australia to be trained in pharmacology. He 
joined the Australian Labor Party in 1953, an organisation to which he was a devoted member. In addition to his 
parliamentary roles, he served as vice-president. Joe would later undertake legal studies, completing his final 
exams after a deferral due to his successful election to the federal seat of Perth in 1969. He was able to do this due 
to a kind parliamentary librarian who granted him after-hours access to the library for study. 

An early supporter of federal Labor leader Gough Whitlam, Joe served the people of Perth in the federal Parliament 
until December 1975, including a period as Minister for the Environment as part of the Whitlam government. After 
a short period as a lawyer in private practice, Joe returned to public life when he was elected as a member of the 
Western Australian Legislative Council in 1980. He served as the state’s Attorney General, in addition to other 
portfolios, from 1983 until 1993. Joe Berinson is part of a rare club of Western Australian politicians who have 
served as both state and federal ministers, being the second to do so. 

Mr Berinson presided over a great deal of reform in Western Australia, including the implementation of 
recommendations from the Murray review of the Criminal Code, the Equal Opportunity Act of 1984, sexual assault 
law reform, the appointment of the state’s first female magistrate and advocacy towards the abolition of wigs and 
gowns from courts. Many of the policy areas in which Joe Berinson sought to improve our justice system remain 
relevant today, whether it is criminalising money laundering, guardianship law or policy on fine defaulting. He 
was also responsible for the establishment of the Director of Public Prosecutions as a powerful and independent 
office. It was finally established in 1992. Interestingly, the inaugural director was John McKechnie, QC, who is 
now our state’s Corruption and Crime Commissioner. 

Joe Berinson was a man of great intelligence, dedication and wisdom. Joe was a proud member of the 
Western Australian Jewish community and a man of deep faith, and represented and advocated for his community 
with distinction. Further, he was part of a long Labor, social democratic, Jewish tradition. 

Vale Joe Berinson. 

Members: Hear, hear! 
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